'Once safely on shore, we found out that the
island was called Malta. “The islanders showed
Us unusual kindness. They built a fire and
welcomed us all because it was raining anad
cold. *Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and,
as he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the
heat, fastened itself on his hand.

Acts 28:1-6 (NIV)



*“When the islanders saw the snake hanging
from his hand, they said to each other, “This man
must be a murderer; for though he escaped from
the sea, the goddess Justice has not allowed
him to live.” °But Paul shook the snake off into
the fire and suffered no ill effects.

Acts 23:1-6 (NIV)



°The people expected him to swell up or
suddenly tall dead; but after waiting a long time
and seeing nothing unusual happen to nim, they
changed their minds and said he was a god.

Acts 28:1-6 (NIV)



We get what we allow.



SHAKE IT OFF



Paul’s Bad Year

“4Five times | received from the Jews the forty
lashes minus one. 2°Three times | was beaten
with rods, once | was pelted with stones, three
times | was shipwrecked, | spent a night and a
day in the open sea, “°l have been constantly
on the move.

2 Corinthians 11:24-26 (NIV)



| have been in danger from rivers, in danger
from bandits, in danger from my fellow Jews,
in danger from Gentiles; in danger in the city,
iNn danger in the country, in danger at sea; ana

iNn danger from false believers.

2 Corinthians 11:24-26 (NIV)



When the storms of life come,
nold on to the ship.

@



When the heat gets turned up,
the snakes come out.

@



Shake Off The Attachment Holding Us Down

3Paul gathered a pile of brushwood and, as
he put it on the fire, a viper, driven out by the

heat, fastened itself on his hand.

Acts 238:3 (NIV)



Shake Off The Expectation Of Others

*“When the islanders saw the snake hanging
from his hand, they said to each other, "This
man must be a murderer; for though he
escaped from the sea, the goddess Justice
has not allowed him to live.”

Acts 238:4 (NIV)



°The people expected him to swell up or
suddenly fall dead; but after waiting a long
time and seeing nothing unusual happen to
nNim, they changed their minds and said he

was a god.

Acts 238:6 (NIV)



Only God can define who you are.

@



God doesn't see your past;
He sees your potential.

@



Shake Off The Poison Of The Enemy
>But Paul shook the snake off into the fire and

suffered no ill ettects.

Acts 28:5 (NIV)



Bthey will pick up snakes with their hands; and
when they drink deadly poison, it will not nurt
them at all; they will place their nands on sick

people, and they will get well.”

Mark 16:18 (NIV)



